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Background 
Landmarks for BioMed Central/SpringerOpen 

2000 PubMed Central 

2000 BioMed Central launches first articles 

2003 PLoS 

2004 Springer Open Choice (1st “traditional publisher” to move) 

2004 Hindawi 

2006 PLoS One 

2007 NIH Mandate 

2008 – BioMed Central acquired by Springer 

2009 Chinese Academy of Science OA action 

2010 SpringerOpen 

2012 UK  - Finch Report and £10m funding announcement 

2013 UK – RCUK policy takes effect 

2013 USA- FASTR Act – covers all agencies 

 



Open access publishing 

Different business model….. 

• no subscription barriers 

• universal access 

• research is openly 
licensed to allow reuse  

 

Same quality and standards 

• Editors in chief 

• Editorial boards 

• Peer review 

• Indexing 

 



Growth in Open Access 



Across all subject areas 

Anatomy of open access publishing: a study of longitudinal development and internal 
structure, Mikael Laakso and Bo-Christer Björk ,  
BMC Medicine, 2012, 10: 124 

 



And across the world 
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Open Access Today 

• Total 482 mandates in 47 countries 
– 202 institutional mandates 

– 80 funder mandates 

• 3,375 repositories in 101 countries 

• 8,678 Open Access journals in 121 countries 
– 974 journals with Impact Factor 

– Include non-English journals 

– 980,835 Open Access articles 

– (health warning: varying standards of publishing!) 
 

(source ROARMAP, ROAR & DOAJ at March 1, 2013) 



Key Mandates Worldwide 

• USA – NIH now FASTR introduced on February 
13, 2013  
(Fair Access to Science & Technology Research – successor of FRPAA) 

• UK – RCUK  & Conservative Government policy 

• EU – Horizon 2020 (2014-2020) 

 

482 mandates in 47 countries 



 



RCUK new Open Access Policy 
 

The new policy, which will apply to all qualifying publications being submitted for 
publication from 1 April 2013, states that peer reviewed research papers which result 
from research that is wholly or partially funded by the Research Councils: 
 

• must be published in journals which are compliant with Research Council policy 
on Open Access, and; 

• must include details of the funding that supported the research, and a statement 
on how the underlying research materials such as data, samples or models can be 
accessed. 

• Criteria which journals must fulfill to be compliant:  
– offering a “pay to publish” option or allowing deposit in a subject or institutional repository 

after a mandated maximum embargo period.  

– the policy mandates use of the Creative Commons ‘Attribution’ license (CC-BY), when an 
Article Processing Charge (APC) is levied. The CC-BY licence allows others to modify, build upon 
and/or distribute the licensed work (including for commercial purposes) as long as the original 
author is credited. 

 

 





 

“Data is the new oil” 



Reasons Journals Move to OA 



Reasons Authors move.. 



The role of librarians 

• Advocacy 

– Open Access got off the ground due to librarians 
and active researchers 

– Dispel the myths and promote the positives 

– Open Access is good for your researchers 

• Information literacy is vital in an OA world 

– Overload of information 

– Predatory publishers 

 



A librarian’s toolkit. 

• Research undertaken by Emery et al and 
presented at the April 2013 ACRL meeting 

• Identifying essential actions to keep librarians 
relevant in an OA world 



Librarian Strategy Highlights 

• Talk about [..] OA in your meetings with faculty 
• Identify stakeholders in the library 
• Identify stakeholders at your institution 
• Build essential partnerships 
• Become familiar with the standards and promote 

these to your faculty (ORCID, FundRef, COPE) 
• You become the indispensible experts and push 

the information to them 
 

• We can help! 



Next up - Andrew Waller 

• BioMed Central’s first individual winner of the Open Access 
Advocacy Award 

• A pioneer in Open Access in North America 

• Brings his expertise on open access, librarianship and how 
it works together 



Thank you! 
 

Bev Acreman 
bev.acreman@biomedcentral.com 

@bev_a on twitter 
uk.linkedin.com/in/bevacreman  
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